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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 181 


The Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

Superintendent’s Office, 

Chicago, 

May 14, 1893 

Mint Exhibit World’s Fair. 

Col. O.C. Bosbyshell 

Supt. 

Dear Sir. 

Yesterday I received per express 4000 medal envelopes and have laid them away for 
future use. 

Yesterday I believe we could have sold 2000 medals if we were allowed to see there was 
a constant call for them from the crowd watching blanks run through the press. 

Mr. Stocks was at the exhibit quite a while yesterday morning and hopes in a short time 
to be able to so fix up matters that we may resume sales. 

From all to whom I have talked who are connected with the Exposition, there is continual 
complaint about the overbearing and arbitrary manner in which the Chicago board of managers 
break and use all who come in contact. They ignore and snub the Gov. Board every opportunity 
that offers and Mr. Stocks seems inclined to make this mint matter a test case with them, but he 
says that he is willing to pay them a small percentage of the sales rather than go into a contest 
with them. 

Leaving out the question of pecuniary gain to the exhibit, the sale of medals would be an 
advantage to the people, as they try all manner of means to make us sell to them. It has become a 
perfect bore to continually repeat “they are not for sale” and also to avoid answering the question 
“why are they not” without offending. 

The committee of wage & measures I am sure have sent down offer to buy medals of me. 
I thought I got his measure the first time he asked for medals and after repeated visits, with 
continually imploring me to sell I was sure of it. I at last told him that he could not get 
possession of a medal from this exhibit in any other way than by stealing it and that we would 
watch pretty closely to see that that did not occur. 

Very Respectfully, 

N.S. Beekley 



